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PLUS TAX 


HOUSE PASSES TAX BILL, 


FOCUS SHIFTS TO SENATE 


Republican measure delivers $1.5 trillion in cuts 
over a decade, but significant hurdles remain 


BY MIKE DEBONIS 
& DAMIAN PALETTA 


WASHINGTON 

House Republicans on 
Thursday passed legislation 
that would overhaul the U.S. tax 
code, a crucial step forward in 
their effort to enact the center- 
piece of President Donald 
Trump’s economic agenda. 

The bill passed with 227 votes 
in favor and 205 against, a com- 
fortable margin in the divided 


while no Democrats voted forit. 

Trump and Republican lead- 
ers in Congress are aiming to 
pass legislation by year’s end 
that would simplify the code and 
deliver $1.5 trillion in tax cuts 
over a decade. Both the House 
and Senate bills deliver the ma- 
jority of the cuts to corporations 
and wealthy Americans, but 
there are significant differences 
between the bills that will have 
to be resolved. 

Passing the billis a major vic- 


chamber. Thirteen Republicans, tory for House leaders, including 


SUSAN WALSH AP 


including Rep. Darrell Issa of Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis., who House Speaker Paul Ryan leads the applause after the 


Vista, voted against the bill, 


SEE TAXES * A11 Republican tax plan passed Thursday in the House. 
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Early risers enjoy 
brilliant sky show 


HOWARD LIPIN U-T 


Against a backdrop of 
Thursday’s dramatic morning 
sky, Phil Jones (left) and Gary 
Zalusky head into San Diego 
Bay for a day of fishing from 
the launch area at Tidelands 
Park in Coronado. Coastal 
temperatures are expected to 
be in the low 70s today and 
through the weekend. 


GYM WHERE 
PLATFORM 
FELL HAD 
NO PERMITS 


Dozens injured at Vault PK; 
many other violations found 


BY LYNDSAY WINKLEY 
& PAULINE REPARD 


Operators of an obstacle course gym in 
Barrio Logan did not obtain a building per- 
mit for a poorly constructed platform that 
collapsed Saturday night, injuring dozens 
of children, according to a city report re- 
leased Thursday. 

San Diego investigators determined the 
parkour gym, called Vault PK, hadn’t been 
issued any building permits, nor had any of 
the other businesses located in the same 
warehouse on Main Street. 

Mike Richmond, deputy chief of the 
city’s code enforcement division, described 
the situation as “dangerous” and “egre- 
gious.” 

“If proper permits were obtained and if 
inspections were made by the city it would 
have avoided all the terrible things that 
happened to the affected people,” he said. 

The collapse happened at Vault PK, 
where children learn how to run, jump and 

SEE PERMITS e° A12 


60 INDICTED 
IN COUNTY 
AUTO THEFT 
OPERATION 


BY TERI FIGUEROA 


Sixty people have been indicted in an 
eight-month undercover auto theft oper- 
ation in San Diego County, during which 
authorities recovered not just stolen cars, 
but drugs, guns and body armor, locallaw 
enforcement officials announced Thurs- 
day. 

The undertaking, dubbed “Operation 
Kill Switch,” turned up more than 70 
stolen vehicles, including U-Haul trucks. 
The vehicles had a combined value of 
about $1.1 million. 

From February to September, under- 
cover officers bought stolen or illegal 
items from more than 90 people. A grand 
jury heard evidence and handed up in- 
dictments for 60 defendants, District At- 
torney Summer Stephan said at a news 
conference in San Diego. 

“These people made it their business 
to steal cars,” she said. 

Although the region had seen adropin 
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QUALCOMM CO-FOUNDER 
SURPRISED BY BUYOUT BID 


anybody when I read it inthe 
newspaper,” said Jacobs. “I 


Jacobs: Broadcom 


FRANKEN APOLOGIZES 
AFTER ACCUSATION HE 
KISSED, GROPED WOMAN 


severely undervalued 
San Diego company 
BY MIKE FREEMAN 


Retired Qualcomm co- 
founder Irwin Jacobs said 
the company’s board of di- 
rectors did the right thing by 
rejecting Broadcom’s $103 
billion takeover offer and 
hopes Qualcomm’s long his- 
tory of inventing wireless 
technologies will continue. 

In an interview prior to 
an event Wednesday night 
celebrating the 50th anni- 
versary of UC San Diego’s 
Muir College, where he was 
among the founding faculty, 
Jacobs said the Broadcom 
buyout bid caught him off 
guard. 

“I was as surprised as 


think the board has taken a 
position that I certainly 
agree with. The company 
has a great future.” 

On Monday, Qualcomm’s 
board rebuffed Broadcom’s 
offer, saying it “dramatically 
undervalued” the company, 
which has substantial 
growth prospects as cellular 
technology expands beyond 
smartphones and into cars, 
medical devices and other 
industries. 

Qualcomm also stands 
to benefit when 5G networks 
begin rolling out in 2019. 
Qualcomm is believed to 
have a technology lead in 
5G, which aims to deliver 
multi-gigabit, fiber-optic- 
like speeds to wireless devic- 
es. It has been working on re- 
search and development on 
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TODAY’S DEAL 


PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS AP 


“I respect women. I don’t 
respect men who don’t. 
And the fact that my own 
actions have given people 
a good reason to doubt 
that makes me feel 
ashamed.” Sen. Al Franken 


BY NICHOLAS FANDOS 


WASHINGTON 

A growing national out- 
cry over sexual harassment 
reached the Senate on 
Thursday, when a radio 
newscaster accused Al 
Franken, D-Minn., of kissing 
and groping her without 
consent during a 2006 USO 
tour of the Middle East be- 
fore he took public office. 

Franken, who has been 
mentioned as a possible 
presidential candidate, al- 
most immediately released 
an apology to the newscast- 
er, Leeann Tweeden, who 
said that Franken forcibly 
kissed her during a rehears- 
aland groped her for a photo 
as she slept. After initially 
apologizing without fully ac- 


U-T INDEX 


knowledging all of her accu- 
sations, he then released a 
lengthier, more contrite 
statement that contested 
nothing. 

“The first 
thing I want 
to dois apolo- 
gize: to 
Leeann, to ev- 
eryone else 
who was part 

| of that tour, 
Leeann to everyone 
Tweeden who has 
worked for 
me, to everyone I represent, 
and to everyone who counts 
on me to be an ally and sup- 
porter and champion of 
women,” Franken wrote. 

“I respect women. I don’t 

respect men who don’t,” he 
SEE FRANKEN e A10 


r ST Tune-up your garage door just in time for the Comics c5 


holidays with a service and safety inspection for 
$29.99 from Sears Garage Door Repair! Buy now at 
SanDiegoUnionTribune.com/UTDeals. 


North County Buick GMC GMC CLEAR OUT EVENT 


p 2 018 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLT 
z E $5,000......... DEALER DISCOUNT 


2018 GMC TERRAIN 


$4,000......... MANUFACTURE TRADE IN REBATE 


Editorial B6 Movies E4 Scores 
Crossword F3 Horoscope F3 Obituaries 
Dear Abby F3 Letters B6 Stocks 


LEASE PER MONTH if ) 
FOR + TAX FOR - $1,000... MANUFACTURE REBATE 
24 MONTHS SAVINGS 
FROM MSRP 


$5,000 Dealer Discount + $4,000 Manufacture Trade In Rebate* + $1,000 Manufacture Rebate = $10,000 total 
savings from MSRP All advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer 
document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. *Must trade in 
‘99 or newer vehicle (excludes salvage title). 5 at this savings. All units subject to prior sale. Excludes leases. 


$199 per month + tax for 24 months. 20,000 miles allowed for lease term $.25 per mile 
thereafter. $1,495 customer cash + $3,100 Factory Rebate = $4,595 total due at lease signing. 
Includes all fees and first payment. No security deposit required. On approved credit. Some 
customers may not qualify to lease. 5 at this payment 
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NCBCG PRICE 
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2018 GMC CANYON 


POWER WINDOW, POWER DOOR 
LOCKS, ALLOY WHEELS & MORE! 


5 at this price 


All advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. All units subject to prior sale. Exp. 11/20/17 
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